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magnates and trade-union officials, in fact with everyone
who had to be subordinated to the will of G.H.Q. Gradually
a complete dictatorship was built up on the interpretation
which Ludendorff put upon the word " responsibility ".
For example, when any policy was mooted of which Luden-
dorff disapproved, or which he considered injurious to the
conduct of the war, he declared that the Supreme Command
could not assume " responsibility " for such action, and
asked leave to resign. By exercise of this method of " per-
suasion ", the First Quartermaster-General forced everyone
to give way to him, from the Emperor downwards. Some-
times he obtained Hindenburg's approval for his proposals,
frequently he made use of his name; always his final
argument was, " The Field-Marshal and I will resign ".

Thus, in November 1916, the Supreme Command wrecked
Bethmann Hollweg's efforts for a separate peace with Russia,
and in February 1917 forced the adoption of unrestricted
U-boat warfare against his opposition. In July they insisted
upon his complete elimination, and secured as his successor
a poor colourless creature, George Michaelis, the former
Prussian Food Controller, who was merely their mouth-
piece.

With their nominee at the head of the Government,
Hindenburg and Ludendorff felt in a position to dispose
of the Peace Resolution which they had failed to prevent
the Majority Parties from bringing before the Reichstag.
Michaelis' sinister phrase " as I interpret it" was nothing
less than a reservation on behalf of the Supreme Command,
to whose dreams of conquest and annexation the terms
of the Resolution were sharply opposed.

But the Reichstag had missed the significance of the
Chancellor's phrase and had adopted the Resolution, iron-
ically enough, at the same time that they passed huge addi-
tional war-credits. With justifiable pride could Michaelis
write to the German Crown Prince on July 25,1917 : " The
hateful Resolution has been passed by 212 votes to 126,